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Central Bank Digital Currencies are
designed to enforce this model. As
programmable money, CBDCs can
be limited by time, location, purpose,
or policy. They make leasing and
token-based access automatic and
enforceable, while the gradual
removal of cash removes any
alternative.

Together, Digital ID, tokenisation,
and CBDCs form a closed system,
one where access replaces
ownership, permission replaces
freedom, and control is presented as
convenience.

Is this not modern-day bondage; a
new form of slavery, wrapped in
technology?

At the Digital Agenda Forum, we
challenge these hidden agendas. We
believe the future may be digital, but
it must never strip humanity of
freedom and dignity. Technological
advancement must protect, not
replace, the God-given values that
make us human.

If this vision speaks to you, walk with
us.

Global policy forums, large
corporations, and centralised
planners increasingly promote the
idea, “You will own nothing and be
happy.” What is being proposed is a
world where everything is leased;
your phone, your car, even basic
household items.

Tokenisation is presented as the
new normal: a token for housing,
water, electricity, internet access,
computer storage, television,
transport, fuel, healthcare,
education, insurance,
communication, data access,
subscriptions, and even food.
Sharing every facility, from cars and
homes to land itself, is normalised
as the ideal way to live. Ownership
is replaced with permission, issued
in digital form and subject to
conditions.

All of this is sold under the banner
of saving the planet and reducing
carbon emissions.

Digital ID sits at the centre of this
system. It becomes the single key
that defines who you are and
determines what tokens you can
access, for how long, and under
what conditions. Your identity,
behaviour, and compliance are
linked directly to your ability to
participate in daily life.

Lilian Nabwebale Agaba

Welcome to
The Digital
Agenda Insights
Newsletter

For Digital Agenda Forum

Te c h  S h o u l d  S e r v e  N o t  C o n t r o l

NOVEMBER 2025 ISSUE

2

OUR VALUES



NOVEMBER 2025 ISSUE

I am observing a big semantics
problem in the Digital ID
discussion. Hopefully this
write-up can provide some
clarity.
As I see it:
Digital IDENTIFICATION is the
digitised equivalent of physical
identification - anything which
you currently use to identify
yourself; such as a passport,
driver's license, bank card,

Digital
Identification

vs 
Digital Identity:
The Hidden Architecture

of Control
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this idea, provided people understand the
terms and conditions of the products
they’re using and have provided fully
informed consent for their data to be
utilised for their respective, stated
purposes. Though I’d wager most have not.

The inherent danger with Digital IDENTITY
however, and the stated direction of travel,
is the desire to introduce interoperability
between these datasets on a global scale.

Such an environment is what’s formally
referred to as DIGITAL PUBLIC
INFRASTRUCTURE.

According to the principles of DPI, your
digital footprint, also referred to as your
‘Digital Twin’ will be updated every single

Digital Identification

utility bill etc.

This is what most people seem to
think of when they think of ‘Digital
ID’. It’s hard to see anything
explicitly wrong with this idea. And
that’s why I believe many are
confused by the uproar and the
massive pushback against ‘Digital
ID’ initiatives.

Digital IDENTITY is the sum of those
identifiers that exists in the form of
data about you. It’s your digital
footprint. Currently this largely
exists in silos in fragmented public
and private sector databases.
Again, nothing explicitly wrong with 

Digital Identity



time you interact in society at any
noteworthy level; be that using
public services, filing taxes, making
financial transactions, browsing the
internet, posting on social media
etc.
Any human action for which the
exchange of data is required will
facilitate the collection and profiling
of said data – tethering it to your
digital twin as a permanent record.
This is not speculation. This is what
Digital Public Infrastructure is
designed to enable.

This should pose some questions:

What happens when your digital
identifier isn’t a physical app or a
card but a biometric such as a
fingerprint or facial recognition
scan? What does opt-out look like at
that point?

What happens when cash is
eliminated, along with any analogue
off-ramp from this closed digital
environment?

What happens when such vast
troves of data are inevitably
surveilled by AI and enforcement
mechanisms are introduced?
Carbon allowances, social credit
scores, vaccine mandates... the
potential for social control is quite
literally endless.

These enforcement mechanisms
could be imposed centrally,
automatically, at scale.

Add to that the fact that such
systems are currently demonstrably
insecure and offer a goldmine to
would-be hackers.

Te c h  S h o u l d  S e r v e  N o t  C o n t r o l
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In summary, you are being coerced to
onboard to a system loaded with
immense personal risk, for which your
consent is not required going forwards
and if you refuse to participate, you
will be penalised.
Does that sound familiar?

What happens when your
digital identifier isn’t a physical

app or a card but a biometric
such as a fingerprint or facial
recognition scan? What does
opt-out look like at that point?

By Philip Wiseman,
Independent filmmaker, Oracle Films UK

And yes, you could make the case that
national governments of today have no
intention of utilising such a system for
these purposes. I disagree, but you
could make that case. What of the fact
that these administrations have shown
they are not beholden to the public but
rather to public-private-partnerships?

And what can be said at this point
about the ethos of future
administrations?

This architecture has been
constructed from disparate
foundations to established, global
technological standards which will
allow all parts to snap together into a
functional digital panopticon as soon
as popular demand is substantial
enough.

Call me a paranoid conspiracy theorist
if you like. At current pace, this system
will be kicking your front door in long
before I’m insulted by such a label.
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The Agenda: Their Vision | Your Future
is a feature-length independent
documentary produced by Mark
Sharman; former UK broadcasting
executive at ITV and Sky (formerly
BSkyB).

In fiction and fact, there have always
been people and organisations with
ambitions to control the world. And
now the oligarchs who pull the strings
of finance and power finally have the
tools to achieve their global objectives;
omnipresent surveillance, artificial
intelligence, digital currency and
ultimately digital identities. The
potential for social control of our lives
and minds is alarmingly real. 

The plan has been decades in the
making and has seen infiltration of
Governments, local councils, big
business, civil society, the media and,
crucially, education. A ceaseless push
for a new reality, echoing Aldous

Huxley’s Brave New World, or George
Orwell’s 1984.

The Agenda: Their Vision, Your Future
examines the digital prison which
awaits us if we do not push back right
now. How your food, energy, money,
travel and even your access to the
internet could be limited and
controlled; how financial power is
strangling democracy and how global
institutions like the World Health
Organisation are commandeered to
champion ideological and fiscal
objectives. 

The centrepiece is man-made climate
change and with it, the race to Net
Zero. Both are encapsulated in the
United Nations and its Agenda 2030. A
force for good? Or “a blank cheque for
totalitarian global control”?

The Agenda presents expert views
from the UK, the USA and Europe.

https://theagendafilm.com/

https://theagendafilm.com/
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According to Uganda's Tax
Procedures Code (Amendment) Act,
2025, the National Identification
Number (NIN) will become our Tax
Identification Number (TIN). For
companies, the Registration Number
from URSB will serve the same
purpose. The number we have been
using to prove that we are Ugandan,
will now also speak for our taxes,
licences, financial obligations, and
probably every formal engagement
we get into.

Government says this will reduce
tax leakages, widen the tax base,
streamline services and bring order
to the system. Uganda is already
stressful enough and one might
think, if the NIN can help to shorten
the long queues and reduce
paperwork, who wouldn’t welcome
that? But the more you reflect, the
more you realise what it might mean
when this one identity number
starts to carry all the information
there is about you.

Your NIN has been serving as proof
of nationality when accessing

Uganda's
NIN-TIN
Shift:

Efficiency or
Excessive
Control?

Te c h  S h o u l d  S e r v e  N o t  C o n t r o l

services. It has been used for
registering your SIM card, opening a
bank account, and obtaining a passport.
Now, it is also going to be used for
monitoring your taxes, your finances too
by extension. It will automatically
indicate whether you have complied or
defaulted, whether you filed on time or
delayed, whether you paid or
postponed. And since it is already linked
to your bank account, could it also
reveal what is happening inside there?

And within the same time this is
happening, NIRA is telling people that
even those whose national IDs expire in
2033 or beyond still “need to renew”
them. Not because their cards are
spoiled or outdated, but because NIRA
now wants to collect more biometrics.
Not only fingerprints, but also the iris.
They claim it has added security, laser-
engraved imagery, stronger card
material, tactile bumps, multichromatic
features. But the truth seems to be that
our bodies are becoming our new
passwords.

Your eyes, your fingerprints, the curves
of your face, pieces of you that you can
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never change or reset are now
being upgraded into the system.
And once your NIN becomes your
TIN, that biometric identity will not
just help with SIM cards or banking;
it will follow your taxes, business
registrations, licences, transactions,
your entire participation in the new
digital states they are creating.
Renewal is no longer about an
expiring card; it is now about
updating the government’s data
about you.

Besides, widening the tax net seems
to be an attempt at reaching
everyone regardless of their ability
to pay. Many Ugandans do not have
a Tax Identification Number (TIN)
not because they are evading taxes,
but because their earnings are
already too low to sustain daily life.
Once every transaction, every gig,
every penny that lands in your
account can be tracked, the
temptation to tax every bit of it will
be strong too.
 

This centralisation is happening very
fast, without transparency too.
When a NIN is to represent your
entire life, what you earn, what you
owe, what you access, then the
system holding that number has too
much power over you. Your input,
consent is crucial. You also need to
know how your data, which is being
encapsulated in it is going to be
used.

It is therefore necessary for the
responsible entities to slow down on
these ID-driven advancements and
first respond to citizens’ concerns.
When leaders such as Deputy

Speaker Thomas Tayebwa declare
that, in the coming years, access to
government services will be almost
impossible without an ID, it begins to
sound more like a threat. Not only to
those who resist, but also those left
behind in terms of digital literacy.

The rush to make such systems
mandatory without educating the
public on how they work or why they
are necessary, together with the
silence of the Data Protection Unit and
the defensive backlash from NIRA
Uganda when citizens raise questions,
creates suspicion. It suggests that
those implementing these systems
gain more in terms of control than the
citizens they claim will benefit.

This centralisation is
happening very fast,

without
transparency too.
When a NIN is to
represent your

entire life, what you
earn, what you owe,

what you access,
then the system

holding that number
has too much power

over you. 

By Mariagoretti Batenga,
Incorporator, Tech Practitioner
and Digital Rights Advocate
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On The Youth Talk Show aired on
VU Radio on Sunday 30th
November 2025, the conversation
turned to one of the most critical
issues shaping the future of young
people today: Digital IDs and Central
Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs).
The show was hosted by Miracle
Capital, who guided listeners
through an engaging and thought-
provoking discussion aimed at
helping youth understand not just
the technology, but its hidden risks.

Miracle Capital hosted two guests:
Maria Batenga, a tech practitioner
and digital-rights advocate, and

THE YOUTH TALK SHOW: Digital ID and
CBDCs

Arthur Olowo, a computer engineer
and strategy and operations analyst.

In the first segment, Maria Batenga
explained that a Digital ID is the digital
version of physical identification, such
as national IDs, passports, school IDs,
and tax numbers, combined into a
single system. While often promoted
as efficient and convenient, she
warned that placing all personal
information in one interoperable
system creates a central point of
control. She highlighted the concept
of a “digital twin,” where every
interaction updates a permanent
profile, and pointed to real data

30th November, 2025: Maria Batenga and Arthur Olowo hosted by
Miracle Capital on the Youth Show at VU Radio, to speak about about
Digital IDs and CBDCs, and why they should be rejected.

Helping the Youth Understand the Risks and Why they Should Resist
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breaches in Kenya, Uganda, and the
United States as evidence that
these systems pose serious risks to
privacy, consent, and freedom.
The discussion then moved to
CBDCs, with Arthur Olowo
explaining that they are digital
versions of national currencies
issued and fully controlled by
central banks. Unlike cash, CBDCs
can be programmed, tracked, and
restricted. While governments
promote them as modern and
efficient, Arthur cautioned that they
could allow authorities to monitor
transactions, freeze funds, or
indirectly influence behaviour,
posing a particular risk to young
people’s financial freedom.

When Digital IDs and CBDCs are
combined, both guests agreed that
the impact becomes even more
concerning. Identity, money, and
access to services could all be tied
to one controllable system, raising
the possibility of surveillance,
profiling, and enforced compliance
under the guise of convenience.

In the final segments, the guests
encouraged youth to stay informed,

question narratives that prioritise
convenience over freedom, and
advocate for transparent and
decentralised systems. A faith-based
reflection closed the show, reminding
listeners that human identity should
never be reduced to numbers, data,
or codes, and that spiritual
discernment is essential in navigating
a world increasingly shaped by
control-oriented systems.

The show ended with a clear call to
awareness: technology should serve
people, not define or control them.

When Digital IDs and CBDCs are
combined, both guests agreed
that the impact becomes even

more concerning. Identity,
money, and access to services

could all be tied to one
controllable system, raising the

possibility of surveillance,
profiling, and enforced

compliance under the guise of
convenience.

By Digital Agenda Forum
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Have You Watched This
Podcast Yet? 

Watch the video and Share it widely at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYQsXTUxc3g

DIGITAL ID & CBDC TRAP: Why you
should resist them

The Digital Agenda Forum joins the Circle of Life – Beyond
the Story segment to expose who is driving the global push for
Digital ID and Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), and why.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYQsXTUxc3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYQsXTUxc3g
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A Rush to Nowhere
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By Lilian Agaba Nabwebale,
Information Scientist

digital systems cannot escape human
error. Earlier still, colonial pass systems in
Africa (1920s–1950s) enforced rigid
identity controls but proved unsustainable
in the face of resistance and moral
rejection.

CBDCs follow the same script. Each
country presents them as inclusive and
efficient, yet programmable, centrally
controlled money is inherently restrictive.
Transactions can be monitored, limited, or
frozen. Convenience is emphasised;
control is downplayed. It resembles
washing and drying clothes in dust; the
harder the effort, the less clean the
outcome.

Proponents assure the public that these
tools will be used responsibly. Perhaps—at
first. But history shows that systems
designed for control do not remain
unused. Once identity, money, and access
are fused, enforcement becomes
automatic and impersonal. The system
does not argue; it simply denies.

The quiet irony is that no one is immune.
Everyone, including those promoting and
implementing them, are all subject to the
same machinery. When access is
conditional and money is programmable,
today’s gatekeeper can easily become
tomorrow’s target. Systems recognise
rules, not intentions.

What is emerging is not a future-proof
society, but an experiment in managed life,
one that assumes flawless governance
and permanent consent. History has never
rewarded such assumptions.

Progress does not mean rushing without
wisdom. Systems that cannot tolerate
dissent, opt-out, or failure are not
innovations; they are liabilities. No matter
how quickly we run, a road built on
coercion—however polished—ultimately
leads nowhere.

An unusual urgency now characterises
the global push for Digital Identity
systems and Central Bank Digital
Currencies (CBDCs). Governments and
technology partners speak as though
progress itself is at risk if these
systems are not implemented
immediately. Timelines are rushed,
pilots overlap, and public
understanding lags behind deployment.
It is a curious sprint, fast, confident,
and largely unconcerned with where it
leads.

Digital Identity is sold as seamless
progress: one identity, recognised
everywhere, unlocking all services. Yet
this vision rests on a fragile
assumption, that centralising identity,
data, and access produces stability.
History suggests the opposite.
Systems built on perfect security and
universal compliance do not endure;
they fracture under their own weight.
The promise is permanence, but the
design is brittle.

The pattern is familiar. The Soviet
central planning system (1928–1991)
relied on exhaustive data and identity-
linked controls to manage society. It
collapsed under false reporting and
systemic decay. East Germany’s Stasi
state (1950–1989) maintained vast
surveillance files, yet disintegrated
almost overnight when legitimacy
vanished. More recently, China’s Social
Credit pilots (from 2014) revealed
misclassification, backlash, and quiet
rollbacks, showing that even advanced
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Today, many homes are breaking
down, and the question we must all

Rebuilding the
Foundation of
Families and
Values in a
Digital Era

seem to be losing our humanity to
technology. Laziness, negative attitudes,
and an unwillingness to learn how to work
alongside technology have made us
dependents instead of innovators.

It is time to care again.
It is time to rebuild our attitudes.
It is time to work hand in hand with
technology, not letting it control us.
It is time to believe in God and seek
mentors who guide us toward purpose and
value.

Let us accept our current reality, but not
settle for it. Instead, let us fix what has gone
wrong. Let leaders preach messages of
unity, compassion, and integrity. Let our
laws protect families and promote moral
growth.

We must teach the young generation that
marriage is a beautiful institution, that
respect begins with oneself, and that
character earns recognition more than
status. Feedback from others should not
break us but should guide us.

Let us think deeply, act responsibly, and
build a society that values humanity even in
the digital age. For in doing so, we will raise
not just a generation that merely survives,
but one that leads with wisdom,
compassion, and purpose.

ask is: what truly leads to broken
homes? Is it the loss of respect,
conflicting beliefs, impatience, lack of
trust, excessive independence, or poor
upbringing?

The rise of single parenting is shaping
the future of our generation in ways we
cannot ignore. We must reflect; do we
still uphold values? Do we still believe
in leadership within the family? Do we
respect the role of a home manager, or
have emotions and ego taken control
of our relationships?

We speak of a “planned generation,”
yet many can no longer plan for
themselves. Are we truly God-fearing,
or do we only turn to the Holy Book
when it serves our interests? Do we
preach unity, or have we divided
ourselves into groups that mislead and
weaken our social fabric?

Friendship has also lost its meaning.
Many of us no longer have friends of
value and people who correct us with
love. Instead, we often entertain those
who expose the bad in every good
thing we have. Do we care about our
own emotions, or those of others?
Have we learned to trust the process
of growth and transformation?

We are now living in an age of artificial
relationships of cloned partners, digital
mentors, and virtual affection. We

By Fatihi Katega,
Information Scientist
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Join Us in Shaping the Future
of Digital Technology!

WAYS YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

1.Support Us Financially — Partner with us through donations or
sponsorships to advance the Digital Agenda Forum’s vision.

2.Be a Panelist — Share your expertise and insights during our
Townhalls.

3.Join the Live Audience — Participate in our Townhalls, engage with
speakers, and contribute your views in real time.

4.Write for Our Newsletter — Submit thought-provoking articles for
The Digital Agenda Insights Monthly Newsletter.

5.Shop with Us — Purchase items from our online shop to support our
initiatives while showcasing the Digital Agenda Forum

6.Follow and Share — Stay connected through our social media
platforms and website. Engage with our posts and share our content
widely to spread the message.

Partner with us today and be
part of a movement that’s
shaping a digital future for
all!

Reach us on e-mail at
info@thedigitalagenda.org
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Contact Us
For further inquiries and information

Digital Agenda Forum
📍 Munyonyo, Kampala, UG
📞+256 782 408607
✉️ info@thedigitalagenda.org 
✉️ P.O BOX 172431, Kampala
🌍 www.thedigitalagenda.org
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